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Race to space
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Penang chief minister Chow Kon Yeow (left) with Seah at a signing ceremony between Angkasa-X and USM. —
Angkasa-X

A local company is hoping to attract Malaysian talents back to the country in a bid to improve

Internet connectivity in rural areas in the Asean region via satellites.

Dr Sean Seah, the co-founder and CEO of Angkasa-X said the �rm has managed to hire eight satellite

engineering experts for its satellite research and development (R&D) team.

He shared that �ve of them are already back in Malaysia while the rest will return once they have

completed their projects in countries like Japan and the United Arab Emirates.

“They will be based at our research and development centre in Penang and start working full-time in

September,” he said, adding that the company is on a mission to attract more talents with technical
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expertise.

The company has also appointed Malaysia’s �rst astrophysicist, Prof Emeritus Datuk Seri Dr Mazlan

Othman, as an honorary advisor and established an academic partnership with Penang-based

Universiti Sains Malaysia’s (USM) School of Aero and Space Engineering.

“USM will take part in our research and development, and in turn the company will also be creating

job opportunities for its graduates,” he said.

A plan is also underway to develop a SpaceTech Park in Penang, which Seah described as an

innovation and education hub focusing on R&D, assembly and testing of satellite-related

technologies.

For now, Seah said the company has secured a slot to launch its �rst automatic identi�cation system

nano satellite in 2022 with technology collaborator Sputnix, a privately-owned space company in

Russia.

Seah conceived the idea for Angkasa-X after reading stories about students in Sabah and Sarawak

struggling to get Internet access during the pandemic.

He explained that through inter-satellite link technology, hundreds of LEO satellites could link up

and work together to offer high bandwidth Internet coverage without needing to lay ground cables.

The company has an ambitious plan to launch 500 units into low Earth orbit in 10 years at the cost of

up to RM5bil.

“We will be designing, building, and launching our communication test satellites in 2023,” he

said.Seah said he is aware that some have described the company’s plan as “mission impossible”,

mainly due to the high cost.

“The way I see it, we’re just building a computer the size of perhaps a washing machine to operate in a

very extreme environment which is space.

“By having the right people and collaborations, it’s not mission impossible,” he said.

Related stories:

AI and the jobs of tomorrow

From Mars to the moon: the computer system behind China’s space missions

Join our Telegram channel to get our Evening Alerts and breaking news highlights

TOPIC:

Science & Technology

How useful is this article to you?


Privacy  - Terms

nk-backed Dingdong raises $95.7

in downsized U.S. IPO

'Smart cane' brings tech advances to

visually impaired

N

ex

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/06/28/ai-and-the-jobs-of-tomorrow
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/06/23/from-mars-to-the-moon-the-computer-system-behind-chinas-space-missions
https://t.me/thestar_official
https://www.thestar.com.my/tag/science+%26+technology
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/06/29/softbank-backed-dingdong-raises-957-million-in-downsized-us-ipo
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/06/29/039smart-cane039-brings-tech-advances-to-visually-impaired
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/06/29/039smart-cane039-brings-tech-advances-to-visually-impaired
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/06/29/natwest-caps-transfers-to-crypto-exchanges-including-binance-over-fraud-concerns
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/06/29/natwest-caps-transfers-to-crypto-exchanges-including-binance-over-fraud-concerns
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

